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CHAPTER 15 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION 
 

Section 15-101.  Municipal Park.  The Village of Oakwood Hills Municipal Park shall 
be open to the use of the public from one half hour before sunrise each day to one-half 
hour after sunset each day, unless written permission is first obtained from the Village 
President, Chairman of the Village Board of Trustees Park Committee or Village Police 
Department. 
 
Section 15-102.  It shall be unlawful for any person to park a vehicle on that part of East 
Park Lane between the northeast corner of Lot 20 in Block 8 and North Shore Drive, 
unless such person is then using the Municipal Park. 
 
Section 15-103.  Motor Vehicles.  It is unlawful for any person, except for those who are 
engaged in the business of the Village or who are otherwise expressly authorized by the 
Village to do so, to drive or operate any motor vehicle of any kind in the park, except on 
existing roads or parking lots. 
 
Section 15-104(Amed. Ord. 10-04-01).  Definitions.  For the purposes of this Chapter, 
unless provided otherwise herein, the following terms, phrases, words, and their 
derivations shall have the meaning given herein. 
 
Section 15-104(a) (Amed. Ord. 10-04-01).    Animal – An animal includes any 
domesticated, farm, wild animal or pet of any kind. 
 
Section 15-104(b) (Amed. Ord. 10-04-01).    Appurtenances – Any and all accessory 
facility or features at a beach, including but not limited to, bathhouse, boat, boat ramp, 
boat slips, dock, fencing, pier, playground equipment, slide, storage shed. 
 
Section 15-104(c) (Amed. Ord. 10-04-01).    Beach and Beach Property – Any body of 
water, which is modified, improved, constructed, or installed for the purpose of public 
swimming, recreational bathing, wading, floating, or diving but does not include pools at 
private residences intended only for the use of the owner and guests.  A beach is 
comprised of all public property associated with or located at the beach including, but not 
limited to, its shores, equipment, buildings, and any and all appurtenances. 
 
Section 15-104(d)(Amed. Ord. 10-04-01).    Dog/Domestic Dog – A domestic dog is 
defined as a dog that is the family pet that resides in one's home. 
 
Section 15-104(e)(Amed. Ord. 10-04-01).    Lake – A boy of water used for recreational 
purposes including but not limited to, swimming, wading, non-motorized boating, and/or 
fishing. 
 
Section 15-104(f)(Amed. Ord. 10-04-01).    Motor or Motorized Vehicle – Any vehicle 
that is self-propelled or propelled by power derived from gas, diesel, battery, electric and 



Village of Oakwood Hills Municipal Code 
Chapter 15 – Parks and Recreation 
Updated 8-2009 Page 2 of 10 

other similar sources and that carries one or more persons whether or not it has been 
issued a title document, license plate, or registration document.  It does not include 
vehicles moved solely by human power or motorized wheel chairs. 
 
Section 15-104(g)(Amed. Ord. 10-04-01).    Owner/Responsible Person – is defined as 
the owner of a domestic dog or the person currently responsible for or in charge of a 
domestic dog (i.e. keeper or custodian of a domestic animal) 
 
Section 15-104(h)(Amed. Ord. 10-04-01).    Park – The Village of Oakwood Hills' 
Municipal Park is the park commonly known as "North Park" with an address of 2501 
North Park Drive, located at the west forty two (42) acres of the south half of the 
northeast quarter of Section 36, Township 44 North, Range 8 east of the Third Principal 
Meridian, in McHenry County, Illinois. 
 
Section 15-104(i)(Amed. Ord. 10-04-01).   Properly Licensed Dog – is defined as a 
domestic dog that has current license(s)/tag(s), as required by law. 
 
Section 15-104(j)(Amed. Ord. 10-04-01).   Vehicle Park Area Pathway – The walking 
path located within a Village park. 
 
Section 15-105.  Ejectment of Violators.  The Police Department, Village President, 
Village Trustees and Park Patrol shall have the authority to eject from the park any 
person acting in violation of this Chapter. 
 
Section 15-106.  Seizure of Property.  The Police Department shall have the authority to 
seize and confiscate any property, thing or device in the park, or used in the park, in 
violation of this Chapter. 
 
Section 15-107.  Damaging Property.  No person in the park shall willfully mark, 
disfigure, injure, tamper with, displace, damage, destroy or remove any trees, buildings, 
tables, benches, fireplaces, railings, paving or paving material, water lines or other parks 
or appurtenances thereof, signs, notices or placards whether temporary or permanent, 
monuments, stakes, posts, or other boundary markers, or other structures or equipment 
facilities or park property or appurtenances whatsoever, either real or personal. 
 
Section 15-108.  Maintenance, Use of Rest Room.  It shall be unlawful for any person 
to deposit any refuse or litter of any kind in any park rest room.  No person over the age 
of four (4) shall use the rest room designated for the opposite sex. 
 
Section 15-109.  Removal of Natural Resources.  No person in the park shall dig or 
remove any soil, rock, stones, trees, shrubs or plants, down timber or other wood or 
materials or make any excavation by tool, equipment, blasting, or other means or agency 
in the park, unless authorized to do so by the Village or Conservation District. 
 
Section 15-110.  Permit Required for Structures, Utilities.  No person shall construct 
or erect any building or structure of whatever kind in the park, whether permanent or 
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temporary in character, or run or string any public utility service into, upon, or across 
such lands, except on written permit issued by the Village President. 
 
Section 15-111.  Damaging Plants.  No person shall damage, cut, carve, transplant or 
remove any tree or plant or injure the bark of any tree in the park.  Not shall any person 
attach any rope, wire, or other contrivance to any tree or plant nor dig in or otherwise 
disturb grass areas, or in any other way injure or impair the natural beauty or usefulness 
of any area in any park. 
 
Section 15-112.  Climbing, Sitting on Trees, Fixture.  No person in the park shall climb 
any tree or walk or stand or sit upon monuments, fountains, railings, fences or upon any 
other property in the park not designated or customarily used for such purposes. 
 
Section 15-113.  Molesting Animals, Birds.  No person shall hunt, capture, molest, 
harm, frighten, kill, trap, chase, tease, shoot or throw missiles at any animal, reptile or 
bird in the park; nor shall any person take the eggs or nest of any bird.  Snakes known to 
be poisonous, such as rattlesnakes, copperheads, water moccasins may be killed on sight. 
 
Section 15-114.  Feeding Animals, Birds.  No person in the park shall give or offer, or 
attempt or five to any animals or bird, any tobacco, alcohol or other known noxious 
substances. 
 
Section 15-115.  Pollution of Waters.  No person in the park shall throw discharge, or 
otherwise place or cause to be placed in the waters of any fountain, pond, lake, stream, or 
other body of water in or adjacent to the park or any tributary, stream, storm sewer, or 
drain flowing into such waters, any substance, matter or thing, liquid or solid, which will 
or may result in the pollution of said waters. 
 
Section 15-116.  Refuse and Trash Disposal.  No person shall dump, deposit or leave 
any bottles, broken glass, ashes, paper, boxes, cans, dirt, rubbish, waste, garbage, or 
refuse, or other trash in the park, except in garbage cans provided for such purpose.  
Where such receptacles are not provided, all such rubbish or waste shall be carried away 
from the park by the person responsible for its presence, and properly disposed of 
elsewhere. 
 
Section 15-117.  Tents in the Park.  No person shall erect any tent of any kind in the 
park, unless prior permission is granted by the Village President. 
 
Section 15-118.  Firearms and Weapons.  No person shall use, carry, or possess 
firearms of any description, or air rifles, spring guns, bows and arrows, slings or any 
other form of weapons, or any instrument that can fire blank cartridges, or any kind of 
trapping device in the park.  Shooting into park areas from beyond park boundaries is 
forbidden. 
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Section 15-119.  Picnicking 
 
 A.  Pavilion use shall be as follows:  on a 

 1.  Advance reservation shall be made by completion of the applicable "Park 
Pavilion Reservation Form" form attached to Section 15, submission to the 
Village Clerk of the completed form and applicable deposit.  A cleaning 
deposit of $50.00 is required.  Upon signature approval of a reservation by the 
Village Clerk, a copy of the form shall be provided to the requestor as 
Confirmation of the reservation. 

 2.  In the event the Pavilion requires clean-up, the cost of said cleaning shall be 
applied to the collection deposit.  Cleaning costs shall be based on the current 
hourly rate for Village employees tasked with Park maintenance.  Unused 
deposit monies shall be refunded within 48 hours.  The Village Clerk is to 
obtain a signed and dated receipt by the reservation requestor when deposited 
money is returned. 

 3.  When no advance reservation has been made, pavilion use shall be on a "first 
come, first-served" basis.  Pavilion users are responsible for facility clean-up. 

 4.  Pavilion reservations may be made up to one calendar year in advance.  In 
instances when a reservation is mad more than 60 days in advance, the 
cleaning deposit is not required until 30 days before the event date.  Failure to 
submit the cleaning deposit, as required, is cause for cancellation of the 
reservation. 

B.  Fires are allowed only in fire rings or personal portable grills. 
C.  Picnickers shall completely extinguish their fires before leaving the park. 
 

Where a permit for an organizational picnic has been issued, this section shall not apply 
to individual members of the group for which the reservation was issued, but shall apply 
to the organization's picnic committee members. 
 
Recreation equipment may be rented from the Village Clerk.  A listing of recreational 
equipment shall be maintained by the Village Clerk.  Applicable rental fees apply and 
shall be at a rate as approved by the Village Board.  The rental period for equipment is 
(3) days. 
 
Section 15-120.  Camping  No person shall camp overnight in the park, except with 
written permission from the Village President. 
 
Section 15-121.  Horseback.  No person shall ride a horse in the park except on 
designated bridle trails.  Horses shall be ridden with due care, and shall not be allowed to 
go unattended. 
 
Section 15-122.  Intoxicating Beverages 
 

A. No person shall possess or drink any alcoholic beverages at any time in the  
  park, except as hereinafter provided. 



Village of Oakwood Hills Municipal Code 
Chapter 15 – Parks and Recreation 
Updated 8-2009 Page 5 of 10 

 B. Exception.  The consumption of alcoholic beverages shall be allowed as  
   part of a group activity permit issued to a civic, fraternal, patriotic or religious  
   organization provided, however, that the application for such permit shall also 
   contain a specific request for a special even t liquor license and further  
   provided that such special event liquor license is issued by the Village Liquor  
   Control Commissioner (President). 
  C. Drunkenness.  No person shall be under the influence of intoxicating liquor 

 in the park. 
 
Section 15-123.  Fireworks and Explosives.  No person shall bring into the park, have 
in his possession, set off or otherwise cause to explode or discharge or burn, any 
firecracker, torpedo, rocket, or other fireworks or explosives of inflammable material, or 
discharge them or throw them into any park area from land or highway adjacent thereto. 
 
Section 15-124(Amed. Ord. 10-04-01).  Animals in Village Parks.  Animals are 
prohibited in all Village parks, except that a maximum of two (2) properly licensed 
domestic dogs are allowed to walk on the Village park pathway with an owner or 
responsible person, provided that person exercises due care and control of the domestic 
dog or dog at all times.  A domestic dog that walks with an owner/responsible person on 
a Village park area pathway must be collared and leashed at all times and must be held by 
and maintained within control of the owner/responsible person at all times.  The 
maximum number of domestic dogs that may be walked on a Village park are pathway 
per owner/responsible person shall be two (2).  Domestic dogs and animals are prohibited 
in all other areas of Village parks, with the exception of guide dogs for the visually 
impaired or disabled, and are also prohibited from running off a collar and leash or from 
running at large an any public way or in any public place or upon the private premises of 
any other person other than the owner, keeper, or custodian of such domestic dog. 
 
Section 15-125.  Soliciting Alms, Contributions.  No person shall solicit alms or 
contributions in the park for any purpose, whether public or private without the prior 
approval of the Village Board. 
 
Section 15-126.  Fires.  No person shall build or attempt to build a fire in the park except 
in such areas and under such regulations as may be designated by the Park Committee.  
No person shall drop, throw, or otherwise scatter lighted matches, burning cigarettes or 
cigars, tobacco paper or other inflammable material, within the park or on any highway, 
road or street abutting or contiguous thereto. 
 
Section 15-127.  Use of Closed Areas.  No person shall enter an area in the park posted 
as "Closed to the Public". 
 
Section 15-128.  Gambling.  No person shall gamble in the park. 
 
Section 15-129.  Loitering and Boisterousness.  No person shall engage in loud, 
boisterous, threatening, abusive language, or engage in any disorderly conduct or 
behavior in the park. 
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Section 15-130.  Interferences with Permittee.  No person shall disturb or interfere with 
any person occupying any area, or participating in any activity in the park. 
 
Section 15-131.  Vending and Peddling.  No person may offer for sale in the park any 
article or thing, nor shall he station or place in the park any stand, cart, or vehicle for the 
transportation, sale or display of any such article or thing.  Exception is hereby made as 
to any concessionaire acting by and under the activity and regulation of the Park 
Chairman and/or Village Board. 
 
Section 15-132.  Advertising and Signs of any Article or Service.  No person shall 
paste, glue, tack or otherwise post any sign, placard, advertisement, nor shall any person 
erect or cause to be erected any sign whatever on any public lands or highways or roads 
adjacent to the park.  All advertising activity in the park is prohibited. 
 
Section 15-133.  Closing of Areas by Park Committee/Village President.  Any section 
or part of the park may be declared temporarily closed to the public by the Village 
President or the Chairman of the Park Committee. 
 
Section 15-134.  Permits for Group Activities.  A permit shall be obtained from the 
Village Clerk before any organizational group activity in the park may be commenced. 
 

 A. Application.  An organization seeking issuance of a permit hereunder shall  
   file an application with the Clerk.  The application shall state: 

 
 1. The name and address of applicant;  
  2. The name and address of the person, persons, corporation or association  
   sponsoring the activity; if any, 
  3. The day and hour for which the permit is desired; 
  4. An estimate of the anticipated attendance. 
  5. Any information which the Clerk or Park Chairman shall find reasonably  
   necessary to a fair determination as to whether a permit should be issued  
   hereunder. 
 

B. Standards for Issuance.  The Chairman of the Park Committee shall approve 
  the issuance of a permit hereunder when he finds: 

 
 1. That the proposed activity or use of the park will not unreasonably   
  interfere with or detract from the general public enjoyment of the park; 
 2. That the proposed activity and use will not unreasonably interfere with or  
  detract from the promotion of public health, welfare, safety and recreation; 
 3. That the proposed activity or use is not reasonably anticipated to incite  
  violence, crime or disorderly conduct; 
 4. That the proposed activity will not entail unusual, extraordinary or   
  burdensome expense or police operation by the Village (Any extra   
  expenses incurred will be born by the permittee.) 
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  5. That the facilities desired have not been reserved for other use at the day  
   and hour required in the application. 
 

C. Appeal.  Within fourteen (14) days after receipt of an application, the 
 Chairman  of the Park Committee shall apprise an applicant in writing of the 
 reasons for refusing a permit, and any aggravated person shall have the 
 right to appeal in  writing prior to the next regular meeting of the Village 
 Board, and the Village Board shall act upon the appeal at its next such  regular 
 meeting.  The decision of the Village Board shall be final. 
 

D. Effect of Permit.  A permittee shall be bound by park rules and regulations  
  and all applicable ordinances as fully as though the same were inserted  
  in said permits. 
 

E. Liability of Permittee.  The person or persons to whom a permit is issued  
  shall be liable for any loss, damage or injury sustained by any person   
  whatever by reason of the negligence of the person or persons to whom such  
  permit shall have been issued.  At the request of the Park Committee   
  Chairman, the permittee shall furnish the Village with public liability   
  insurance coverage for the permit activity naming the Village as an additional  
  insured party prior to the issuance of the permit. 
 
Section 15-135.  Sledding Hill.  It shall be unlawful for any person to sled or toboggan, 
ski, tube, or saucer on the sledding hill unless there is at least one inch (1") of snow cover 
thereon. 
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VILLAGE OF OAKWOOD HILS 

3020 NORTH PARK DRIVE 
OAKWOOD HILLS, IL 60013 

815-444-9435 
 

FAMILY PICNIC PERMIT APPLICATION 
 
1.  Name______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Home Phone________________________________Business Phone____________________________ 
 
4.  Date of Picnic________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Arrival Time________________________________Departure Time____________________________ 
 
6.  Total Number Attending _______________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Volleyball Equipment-Deposit Paid ______________________________________________________ 
 
I, ________________________________ have read and understand the rules regarding the use of picnic 
area and hereby assume responsibility for any loss, damage, or liability arising from the use of Park 
property. 
 
Signature______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
************************************************************************************** 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
 
Date Applied For _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Approved by _______________________________________Date________________________________ 
 
Deposit Fee________________________________________Donation Made________________________ 
 
Deposit Returned ___________________________________Date Returned_________________________ 
 
Clean-Up  Excellent________________Good_________________Poor_______________________ 
 
Explanation____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature______________________________________________________________________________ 
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VILLAGE OF OAKWOOD HILLS 
3020 NORTH PARK DRIVE 

OAKWOOD HILLS, IL 60013 
815-444-9435 

 
ORGANIZATIONAL APPLICATION FOR PARK USE 
 
1. APPLICANT ORGANIZATION __________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. CONTACT PERSON/AGENT____________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. DATE(S) OF USE _____________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. ARRIVAL TIME_______________________________________________________________ 
 
5. DEPARTURE TIME ___________________________________________________________ 
 
6. ESTIMATE NUMBER OF WHO WILL BE IN THE PARK ____________________________ 
 
   The applicant organization hereby undertakes and assumes full responsibility for 
compliance with all Village Ordinances and regulations relating to the use of the Village Park by its picnic 
guests and agrees to hold the Village harmless from any and all claims and liabilities for any injury or 
damage to person or property caused by the conduct of any picnic guest. 
 
DATED_____________________________   INSERT ORGANIZATION NAME 
 
       ____________________________________ 
 
      BY:_______________________________________ 
 
     ADDRESS:________________________________________ 
 
     TELEPHONE:______________________________________ 
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USE OF VILLAGE OF OAKWOOD HILLS 
SOCCER / BASEBALL FIELD AGREEMENT 

 
 
 
For and in consideration of the use of the Village of Oakwood Hills, Illinois soccer / baseball (circle one) 
field on: ________________(day of the week)from______________to ________________(hour AM / PM) 
 
The undersigned organization hereby agrees as follows: 
 
1. To pay the following season user fees to the Village on or before ______________: 
 
  (a) Game Fees:  $5.00 per player on team roster 
  (b) Practice Fees:  $10.00 per player on team roster 
 
 
2. To assume all risk of loss, damage or injury, to person or property, by reason of the condition of 
the soccer field, baseball field and Village of Oakwood Hills premises, or by reason of the management, 
contract or operation thereof, and releases the Village from all claim for such loss, damage or injury 
sustained by the undersigned organization, or by any agent or employee thereof, or by any person 
whomsoever, whether caused by the negligence of the Village, its agents or employees, or otherwise; and 
the undersigned organization agrees to indemnify the Village against all claims for such loss, damage or 
injury sustained by the undersigned organization or by any player or team member, agent or employee of 
the undersigned organization, or by any person whomsoever, whether the same be cause by the negligence 
of the Village or of its officers, agents, employees or otherwise. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned organization, by its duly authorized officer and / or agent has 
hereunto subscribed its hand and seal this _____ day of _________________, ____________. 
 
 
      ________________________________________ 
       type of print name of organization 
 
     BY:____________________________________________ 
     Signature of organization officer or duly authorized agent 
 
 
     ________________________________________________ 
     Organization address 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________________ 
     Telephone number 
 
LIABILITY INSURANCE CERTIFICATE MUST ACCOMPANY THIS AGREEMENT. 
Copies:  Village of Oakwood Hills Park Committee and Village of Oakwood Hills Clerk. 
 
 
(Two copies for:  Park Trustee and Village Clerk) 


